[Improving results of the surgical treatment of rectal cancer in the Surgical Department of County Hospital, Szekszárd].
The authors present that 247 elective rectal operations were performed between 1 January, 1996 and 31 December, 2001 in their surgical department. The examined 6 years were divided into a 4-year and a 2-year period. 148 operations were performed in the first and 99 in the second period. Beside personal changes, methodical and technical modifications were introduced in the second period. Distribution of age and sex was similar, and the groups were comparable. The early postoperative mortality rate decreased from 9% to 4% during the examined time. Due to the double stapling technique, the rate of anterior rectal resections has increased from 40% to 69%, and the rate of abdomino-perineal rectal extirpation has decreased from 43% to 23%. Considerable difference was found in the rate of palliative stoma-creation operations, since the 16% decreased to 8% in the second period, so the quality of life of patients has improved. The operative time, the hospital stay of the patients and the rate of operations with blood transfusion decreased. The different types of postoperative infections decreased due to the new methods.